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1. Called meeting to order:    7:00  PM  Members attending:  21 

2. Approval or correction of the previously published meeting minutes.   

a. No correction to minutes, they were approved. 

3. Guess/New Members 

a. George Campbell of Valley Springs joined the club. 

 

 

President :  Fred Carter,  email: fred.carter@live.com                                     

ph. 510-299-7409 

Vice President: Dan Troxell,  email: troxmusic@aol.com  

Treasurer and Membership: Alan Ross P.O. Box 1972 Sutter Creek 95685 

ph. 209-267-1853  

Safety Officer: Dick Belden, email: richardbelden@volcano.net 

Newsletter:  Royal “Dee” Merrill, email: royald@volcano.net 
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WebSite: Tom has added the updated information about road closure.  The notice signs 

have been in place.  New events have been added. 

Club Raffle:   Nothing 
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c.  A motion was made to obtain a larger more. Motion was for a John Deere 54” mower 

for $2800. The motion was approved by attending members and a tractor will be pur-

chased. 

 



Club Meeting Page 4 

This week, because of the upcoming Castle event, I had a brilliant idea to extend my FAA registration and get at least a 3 year 
extension. Several things happened to me in the last three days of which all should be aware.    

First, those of us who signed up with the FAA when it originally became a requirement (the very first part of 2016) got a FAA 
number with a 3 year expiration. Lawsuits, court enforced changes modified FAA  position, etc, etc, and in the end made the 
FAA registration requirement, well….not a requirement. At that point, the FAA offered you two choices. The choices were to 
either quit the FAA and get your $5 fee refunded, or to let your FAA registration (and your number) remain in place. When the 
FAA registration returned to being the law of the land shortly thereafter the FAA stated that all who had originally registered, 
and did not quit the FAA, would universally have their original registration expiration date moved forward to 1/4/2020. 

All please note. For all those newer club members who signed up with FAA after all the law suits were resolved and the FAA 
registration requirement was permanently put back in place……..I don’t know if/how any of the following applies. 

 

So, onward with my quest to extend my FAA registration. The first thing I did was a Google search for “FAA model airplane reg-
istration renewal”. I have since learned that this was NOT the thing to do. That search brought a ton of pages supposedly on my 
topic. One of the first two Google listings was exactly what I was looking for and I ASSUMED that the site I was taken to was a 
FAA site (wrong!). After going through several pages of signing in, providing my current info (i.e. my current FAA number, my 
VISA info, blood type) I again assumed  that I had extended my FAA registration for another 3 years. I, shortly thereafter, re-
ceived the following message from the renewal site that I thought was from the FAA: 

Hello Tom, 

I am reaching out to you about your drone registration renewal for the FAA Certificate Number you provided of FA3KRHNAFF. It 
doesn't look like that number currently exists in our database. I also did a search by your email address and could not locate you. 

This could be caused by a number of reasons including registering on a third party website, the purging of your registration after 
the courts overruled the registration requirement (which was then reinstated by law--registration is currently required), etc. 

If you would like, I can go ahead and process your order as a new registration. You'll receive a new registration number that ex-
pires 3 years from today. Please let me know how you would like to proceed. 

 

Now, at this point and still believing I was working with the FAA, I was ready to say unpleasant things to the FAA minion that 
sent me the above email – and I did. I pointed out that my FAA number was valid until 1/4/2020 and I was not about to re-label 
a large pile of airplanes and an even larger pile of helicopters with a new FAA number. 

This email with my “unpleasant thoughts” to the FAA (I thought) actually went to this third party company and resulted in a 
reply containing the following: 

TOM MINGER: 

We were unable to complete your drone registration order and a full refund has been issued. Please allow up to 10 business days 
for your refund to appear on your account. Refer to our prior email(s) for the specific reason why we were unable to complete 
your order. At this time the applicant has NOT been registered with the FAA as a result of your transaction with us.  

This is an interesting and INFORMATIVE email from Tom Minger 

pertaining to the FAA sUAS registration. All should read! 
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It turns out that the web site with which I was corresponding was some kind of service that renews licenses for all kinds of things; 
the FAA only being one of those things. It is still to be determined if my credit card is being used on someone’s trip around the 
world. So far, aside from their $15 renewal charge, my card is OK. Apparently both the AMA and the FAA have put out warnings 
about these “services”. I was not smart enough to be more careful. Check out the last part of this note as to what the FAA has to 
say about registration renewal. 

So…..   then I made sure I got to the FAA (www.FAA.gov) and not some outfit trying to make a buck on something the FAA should 
be doing directly. I then went through the FAA site thoroughly trying to find a place to extend an existing FAA registration. When 
I couldn’t find any place on their web site to renew, I sent the following email to them: 

    I am a hobbyist and long time member of the AMA (AMA #9291). I fly radio controlled aircraft models. I registered with the FAA 
as soon as it became a requirement in 2016. My FAA Reg number is - FA3KRHNAFF. It is my understanding that the expiration 
date on my Reg card (01/04/2019) was extend to 01/04/2020 due to the legal actions that occurred after the FAA registrations 
became a requirement. 
 
Now I am trying to renew my registration and cannot find any place on the FAA web site where I can do that. 
 
HELP!! 

That email – actually to the FAA – resulted in this reply – actually from the FAA: 

At this time you can retain your registration number. 

Renewal process within the FAADroneZone is being reviewed and is still in testing phase.  

Please contact the registration help desk at 844-359-6982 option 2 if you need further assistance 

So, as of the time I am typing this note, you apparently cannot extend your FAA expiration date for any length of time, much less 
add another three years to you registration as was my original intent….. 

To bring this saga up to date, this morning (4/11) I received yet another email from the FAA which denied that those initial re-
sponses above (I was not in the FAA data base, etc) came from the FAA. Note also that the FAA registration is now good through 
12/12/2020: 

Update on your Expiration Date 

As of 12/12/2017, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2018 restored the FAA's registration rule with respect to 
model aircraft/UAV.  Since you registered prior to 12/12/2017 and did not request to have your registration information 
deleted, the FAA has extended the expiration date until 12/12/2020, which is three years from the rule restoration 
date.  There will be no new certificate issued.  Please keep this email as FAA’s authorization to operate until 
12/12/2020. 

No action is required on this registration until you are notified of renewal in 2020.  

I am not able to confirm that the response below came from our office and not a third party website.  All office FAA 
websites end in ".gov".  For you security, please double check the website you are on when reaching out to the 
FAA.  Our main website is www.faa.gov and UAS registration is located at https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/.  Anything 
different is not ours. 

Thank you for contacting the FAA's Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Support Center.  

So…. All will apparently receive from the FAA some form of communication  to renew your registration. 

Tom Minger 

http://www.FAA.gov
http://www.faa.gov
https://faadronezone.faa.gov/


Club Meeting Page 6 

April 4 Meeting—Show and Tell 
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Pilots fight in a small circle. 

They came to fight but must pass all safety requirement, pull test. 

Combat fighting is very intense. 
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Midair crashing is inevitable at times.   Sometimes the winner gets to wear the 

loser’s streamer. 

More Competition Pix courtesy of Lee Letchworth 
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Courtesy  of Phil Thompson 
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