
Club Meeting Page 1 

1. Called meeting to order:    9:00 AM  Members attending:  12 

2. Approval or correction of the previously published meeting minutes. Approved 

3. Guess/New Members: None 

 

 

Web Site Information:  Tom continues to do a great job on the web site, thanks Tom. 

Club Raffle:  None 

  
President :  Fred Carter,  email: fred.carter@live.com                                     

ph. 510-299-7409 

Vice President: Dan Troxell,  email: troxmusic@aol.com  

Treasurer and Membership: Alan Ross P.O. Box 1972 Sutter Creek 95685 

ph. 209-267-1853  

Safety Officer: Dick Belden, email: richardbelden@volcano.net 

Newsletter:  Royal “Dee” Merrill, email: royald@volcano.net 
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This article was submitted by Tom Minger and I think all the members will appreciate the story! 

This young fella - Josiah Blackwell, age 11 - came out to the field last Saturday (10/17). He, for a long time, has had a deep inter-
est in airplanes and wants to be a pilot. His Grandma is a friend  of my wife's and after some back and forth we all made arrange-
ments to meet up at the flying field. It was my ultimate intention to get him on a buddy box that day.  

The day arrived and I had set up my Ugly Stik on a buddy box so I arrived there early to make sure all was working properly. 
About three microseconds into the test flight I discovered that I had set up the ailerons backwards.... Yikes! End of the Ugly Stik. 

By then Fred Carter showed up so he started to set up his airplane to do a buddy box. We were back in business  

Josiah showed up as scheduled with Grand Ma and Pa. I spent some time with Josiah getting somewhat technical in explaining 
why an airplane actually flies. I also showed him the working of our models and took him around the pits showing the different 
kinds of models. Then John Stoney took on Josiah in a conversation about being a full scale pilot in both a military and commer-
cial environment. John was very impressed how Josiah soaked up his input and asked meaningful questions.  

Then came the buddy box. I was on the master, Josiah on the trainer box and Fred was standing behind Josiah giving him guid-
ance on when to turn, climb or descend, etc.. Josiah's ability was unbelievable. Josiah had no previous experience with models or 
anything else. I took the airplane a couple of times on the first flight and Fred was giving a fair amount of guidance. By the third 
five minute flight, Fred was mostly quiet, Besides takeoff and landing, I never once touched the master transmitter and Josiah 
was flying circuits maintaining altitude with nearly perfect turns. By then, Josiah had also captured the attention of everyone in 
the pits.  

Josiah received a great many compliments from the members present. He did take a club membership application with him. I 
hope he returns it - filled out. I have trained a lot of people in both fixed wing and helicopter flying. I have never seen anyone 
catch on so quickly and without many errors along the way.  

KUDOs to Josiah 

and to all who 

helped him real-

ize this accom-

plishment! 
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Photos from the field 
October 23 Evening Fly  

Steve and Dee Merrill 
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Thanks Dave Huggins 

October25 


