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President: Todd Eldred
email: teldred64 @gmail.com
ph: 512-762-8984

Vice President: Craig Rousseau
email: c_rousseau@sbcglobal.net
ph: 510-931-9362

Treasurer and Membership: Alan Ross
P.O. Box 1972 Sutter Creek 95685
Ph: 209-267-1853

Safety Officer: Lance Cook
email: [cook@caltel.com

Newsletter: Todd Eldred

Date: Wednesday, June 4, 2025 Monthly Club Meeting
Location: Round Table Pizza, Jackson CA

1. Meeting called to order: 7:00pm Members attending: 13 (+ Sadie, the club mascot!)
2. Approval or correction of previously published meeting minutes: Approved

3. Guests / New members: None

4. President’s report: Covered in New/Old Business Items below

5. Vice President’s report: Nothing to report

6. Treasurer’s report: Members: 60 Account balance: Alan Ross not present to report
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7. Appointed position reports:

Safety Officer: (Lance) Reminder to beware of rattlesnakes, it’s been an active year for them in the
general area and we had one under a chair at the field last month. Craig’s snakebite tips from last
month: Call 911, keep the bite area below the level of your heart, and stay calm (to slow the
spread of the venom). UPDATE: The urgent care center in lone does NOT have anti-venom. As far
as we can determine, the nearest treatment for rattlesnake bites is at Sutter Hospital in Jackson.
Also, please be aware of increased fire danger, the grass is tall and dry (but it should be mowed
soon). Shovels tend to be the most effective tool if a fire starts in the dead grass.

Newsletter: Todd is still handling the newsletter. If anyone has publishing dreams, please step
forward.

Website: Tom is keeping our website updated, don’t forget to clear your browser cache if the data
looks out of date. Tom also noted that several other clubs are still showing events from 2024 on
their websites.

Club Raffle: Our raffle managers weren’t present this month, so we’re all looking forward to the
return of some RC “must-haves” next month.

8. Committee reports:

Events: Our Fall swap meet is planned for Saturday, August 16'". Dan C. mentioned that the
upcoming airshow at Beale AFB is expected to draw abut 50K people and it will feature the USAF
Thunderbirds.

Promoting Flying: Nothing new on this topic.

Field Maintenance: The extended field will be mowed soon, with some follow-up work to be done
by Lance and Todd. Lance and Todd are also planning to build a stand to get the RC car folks above
ground level so they can see the back stretch better. Timing is TBD.

9. Announcements / Pertinent correspondence:

Tom recently received an email from someone thanking our club for educating them on RC stuff
and asking him to post a link to a soldering video on our website. Since no one recognizes that
person’s name or recalls that meeting, we are unsure if this is simply a case of him sending the
email to the wrong club, or maybe an attempt to get a malicious link posted on our website? No
action is planned at this time.

10. Discussion of old or continuing business:

The manager of the privately owned property adjacent to our field has given 2 requirements if we
wish to replace the stiles (stairways) with gates: we MUST use a “pass-thru” gate instead of a
swinging gate, and we MUST use their preferred contractor. Their contractor has since been
contacted and stopped by to review our needs and we are awaiting a cost estimate.

No updates to the runway donations as Alan was not present. It has been approximately 90 days
since we received the work estimates, so we feel it is time to make a decision. Todd will send a
letter (US mail) to all club members as a reminder — if you plan to donate, now is the time! We will
likely make a go/no-go decision at the July meeting.
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e Fred Carter has been registered with AMA as an “Introductory Pilot” for our club. This is a special
designation through AMA that allows Fred to teach a student for up to 90 days, and that student
will have all of the benefits of AMA insurance without having to actually purchase coverage.
Thank you, Fred!

11. Discussion of new business:

e Someone mentioned the possibility of moving July’s club meeting from July 2" to July 9% (to get
farther away from the July 4t weekend). We were unsure of the meeting room availability until
after the meeting ended, but it turns out it was available. So, the meeting has been moved! Please
make a note of this and pass it along to any other club members you see.

12. Presentation of member’s modeling projects:

e Todd presented a custom-built “power station” containing a 20Ah LiFePO4 battery and ports to
connect a LiPo charger and the LiFePO4 recharger. It was a fun project, but ended up costing about
the same amount as a decent quality power station from Amazon.

13. Dummy of the Month: Candidates were:

Todd - for spending an entire day building a custom power station that ending up costing almost as much
as a professionally build unit.

Lance - for doing a maiden flight on an Excalibur knowing full well that the twin vertical stabilizers had
shifted off to one side while the epoxy was setting. It ended as expected, with the plane in many pieces.

Craig — for taking his airplane out of SAFE mode and losing orientation. It didn’t end well.

Fred - for crashing a plane while buddy boxing with a student. Who knew... but when the plane is already
heading straight down and the instructor tries to re-enable SAFE mode, the gyro can’t initialize. So
straight down was the continued path until it reached the ground.

Jerry — for having a battery come unplugged during flight.

Tom - for crashing a plane when it lost signal and rolled into the ground.

And the winner is... Lance, but Jerry earned an “honorable mention” with just 2 less votes
than Lance!

14. Club Raffle: No raffle this month, but Todd’s wife did send homemade chocolate chip cookies. &

Club Meeting Page 3



